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Chairman‟s Message

HELP the environment and opt to go paperless 

by downloading this newsletter from website. To

un-subscribe mailing of printed copy, please 

inform editorial team at mnsperak@gmail.com  
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MNS Mission : To promote the study,
appreciation, conservation and protection of
Malaysia‟s natural heritage, focusing on
biological diversity and sustainable
development.

Wildlife Crime Hotline

019 3564194

Newsletter Subscription 
Softcopy : 91

Hardcopy : 74

information Kinta Nature Park or Taman Alam
Kinta or KNP is now NOT managed be MNS
Perak Branch.

The Branch received a
donation of RM2000 from Kopitam Asia
Pacific S/B (Ipoh Oldtown White Coffee) for
helping in their CSR program and in their
colouring book activity for primary school
children and RM200 from Canning Garden
Methodist Church for putting up a display on
nature and environment on their Earth Day
program.

There is another piece of
good news which I hope can announce during
the branch AGM to be held on Saturday July
30, 2011 at 4.00pm at No 5 Jalan Gopeng,
Ipoh.

See you all at the coming AGM. Mark this on
your calendar and make a date with us to vote
in a new committee to manage Perak Branch.

Leow Kon Fah
Chairman Perak Branch.

Dear Members,

Another term is coming to the
end, I kept asking myself, am I leading the
branch that I used to as in the past? Is the
branch as active as it used to be? It can be a yes
and a no.

First I will deal with the “no”. In
terms of activities, we are much behind. We do
not have enough capable leaders to lead. The
leaders of the past are getting old and not that
active. To have new and active leaders we
have to find and get new members to join the
society. Are we doing well enough to go round
on a recruitment drive? A look at the
membership list will tell us that our
membership is stagnant at around 170, with
few new members and few renewals to
balance up the non-renewals. Our membership
once hovered around 350 during the Endau-
Rompin and Belum-Temenggor Scientific
Expeditions.

Next is “yes”. If you look at our
web page www.mnsperak.wordpress.com our
achievements or progress is listed there
periodically. The latest is ‘Firefly Conservation
at Kg Dew’ along Sungai Sepetang. It’s fast
developing into a tourist destination. For your

Preliminary Notice Of MNS Perak 
Branch 41st Annual General Meeting. 

Date : 30 July 2011, Saturday
Time : 4.00pm 

Venue : No. 5 Jln Raja Dr Nazrin Shah, Ipoh.
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On the Silver Plate…..

Bird watching is a healthy and academic outdoor sport. The
objectives of the Fraser's Hill International Bird Race are to preserve
nature and simultaneously to promote Fraser's Hill as a bird sanctuary.
Even though the are other bird watching destinations in the country,
Fraser's Hill is still a preferred destination because large species of
mountain birds thrive comfortably in the most conductive habitats here,
and at certain times of the year, migratory birds make their presence felt,
although briefly.

FRASER'S HILL INTERNATIONAL BIRD RACE 2011
Date : 25 & 26 June 2011

Venue : Fraser‟s Hill, Pahang
Organiser: Fraser‟s Hill Development Corporation

The competition will be divided into three distinctive categories - the advanced category for
the serious and experienced bird watchers who habitually return to Fraser's Hill at the slightest
opportunity to do trial field runs, the novice category for those who just take up bird watching out
of curiosity or treat bird watching as an academic hobby and the local category for the local
residents who know the whereabouts of the birds in Fraser's Hill and see the birds everyday.

For further information, log on to : http://pkbf.org.my/

Can’t see me?! I’m here…It’s a bird! Where?

MNS HORNBILL VOLUNTEER 
PROGRAMME  2011

monitoring the Plain-pouched Hornbill
(PPHB) movements.

Since its launch in 2008, a total of 86
volunteers have come forward to experience
citizen science first hand. During the
programme volunteers can help with
conducting daily flight census and be part of
the national conservation effort while aiding
our staff and experienced members in
collecting data.

The programme will begin on the 2nd
of August 2011 and run till the 27th September
2011. For further details on programme
itinerary, costing and other related matters, go
to www.mns.org.my

Haste no more! Join us in our effort to
tell the world that the hornbills are prized
assets for future generations. Slots are still
available for you to fill up!!

MNS Hornbill
Volunteer programme
for 2011 is back and
running for the 4th
year!!

MNS initiated
the first Hornbill
Volunteer Programme
in 2008 to provide the
public with an
opportunity to
support MNS‟
conservation work in

Photo credit : MNS

Photo credit : PKBF websitePhoto credit : PKBF  website
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During late afternoon, OHBs continued to
stream in, in large numbers, together with
smaller flocks of Grey-faced Buzzard. I missed
them out when they were mixing with the OHBs
but accidentally got them in the photos.
However I managed to see one flying past. This
was significant as it was a lifer for me due to the
difficulty in spotting and identifying this raptor
inland. According to the counters, the day‟s
count was very impressive, tallying up to more
than 9000 raptors, mostly OHBs.

I was looking forward to 12th

March 2011, the first day for Raptor Watch
Week 2011 (RWW 2011), the first time where I
am able to make time for myself to join this
marvelous event that has been in the running
for more than 10 years now. This year, the
Perak bird group decided to organize* a trip to
Tanjung Tuan.

We departed from Ipoh
according to our own schedules and met up at
Tanjung Tuan. I departed with Connie, Dr
Chan and others from Ipoh at around 7am in
the morning and drove directly to Ilham
Resort, Tanjung Tuan. We were lucky to be
greeted by Oriental Honey Buzzards (OHB)
that were already on the move. I was very
excited because this was not only my first
Raptor Watch Week but also my first time at
the well known Port Dickson, where Tanjung
Tuan is located.

I was looking forward to 12th

March 2011, the first day for Raptor Watch
Week 2011 (RWW 2011), the first time where I
am able to make time for myself to join this
marvelous event that has been in the running
for more than 10 years now. This year, the
Perak bird group decided to organize* a trip to
Tanjung Tuan. We departed from Ipoh
according to our own schedules and met up at
Tanjung Tuan. I departed with Connie, Dr
Chan and others from Ipoh at around 7am in

Silver Gallery

A RAPTOR WATCH WEEK TO REMEMBER
By Tou Jing Yi

A view of the RWW event area at Ilham
Resort, Tanjung Tuan

the morning and drove directly to Ilham Resort,
Tanjung Tuan. We were lucky to be greeted by
the Oriental Honey Buzzards (OHB) that were
already on the move. I was very excited because
this was not only my first Raptor Watch Week
but also my first time at the well known Port
Dickson, where Tanjung Tuan is located.

Streams of OHBs came in and
circled above the forest reserve and Ilham resort
all day. It was definitely one of the most
spectacular scenes for first timers like me,
compared to the much smaller numbers of OHB
that I have seen migrating through inland.

A flock of birders from Perak is definitely an
exclusive species to watch out during this
RWW

For the second day, a few of
us decided to walk up to the light house to get
a view of low flying raptors reaching the
forest reserve.
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We waited for more than an hour but the
raptors weren‟t in sight. Only some Blue-
tailed Bee-eaters arrived with some Barn
Swallow and probably also a Fork-tailed Swift.
We were however lucky to be continuously
entertained by a pair of Dollarbirds and a pair
of Van Hasselt‟s Sunbird (split from Purple-
throated Sunbird). Finally, when the first few
OHBs showed up from afar, we realized that
they were flying very low and were struggling
towards the forest reserve north of the
lighthouse. A few OHBs occasionally flew past
us after thermalling higher up, including a
Peregrine Falcon. However it is luckier for
those who waited at Ilham where the falcon
was seen catching and feeding on a swift mid-
air. It was definitely something interesting to
watch. Some of us were so excited and almost
decided not to have lunch and continue to
watch the never- ending arrivals of OHBs.

Most of them were flying very low, creating
good photography opportunities for many

Large formation of OHBs, a sight
that none will miss!

Group of OHBs with a GFB in it

photographers there. We were lucky to see a
mixture of species once in a while, including
some Grey-faced Buzzards, Black Bazas
andand large formations of Chinese
Goshawks that were flying very high up and
were barely visible even with the binoculars.
Streams of raptors continued to pass through
until late evening when the event finally
ended.

A male OHB flew low enough for
observers to see the details of its features

Our birding luck did not end
there as we spent some time to bird at our
accommodation. The Lineated Barbet is a good
proof of the southward spread of this barbet
species. We were however more excited when
we spotted a Banded Woodpecker and
everyone was chasing after the bird to snap
some photos. The difficult part was that the
woodpecker continued to pop in and out from
the coconut tree.

On the third morning, before
leaving, we returned to Ilham  Resort to check 
out some birds, especially in hope of taking 
some decent shots of the male Van Hasselt‟s 
Sunbird.

We did see the bird but it was 
simply too active to stay in one place for a nice 
photo. I managed to spot a Red-eyed Bulbul 
among some Olive-winged Bulbuls. Although 
common, it was a significant sighting for me as 
it was the second lifer I picked up during this 
trip

Black Bazas came in small groups as well
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However, when we reached
the trailhead of Gunung Lanno, things did
not seem as planned. The original planned
trailhead was too steep to ascend without
climbing gears, which we did not bring
along for never did we think of doing any
rock climbing on this hike.

Time was spent searching
for a more suitable trailhead, which we did
find (see photo). We started hiking up at
9.15am and after taking the natural trail
up and upon reaching the subsidiary
summit of Gunung Lanno, we realized that
it wasn‟t the right one. We retraced our
steps down and took the trail to the right
hiking along the slopes and finally along a
ridge to the summit.

We reached summit at
1.15pm – a 4-hour hike. Hiking up the
summit does require a number of steep
climbs of the jugged rough surface of the
limestone hill and hacking through thick
limestone vegetation. Hiking down was
much easier and faster (2 hours) but no
less risky for rocks for handholds are at
times loose.

I had earlier busted 2 of my
GPS – a Garmin and a Lowrance. So, no
GPS trail markings made but I left
sufficient number of “AWAS” tape
markings along the trail for others to use
later.

I was happy that the Perak bird group
organized this trip this year, definitely an
RWW to be remembered, until next time…

*Ed. :This is the second branch trip to RWW
by the Birdwatching SIG.

The local White-bellied Sea-Eagle hunted
for a fish near the lighthouse

The Brahminy Kite will often join the
flocks of OHBs

The sunbird with a new name, now Van
Hasselt’s Sunbird

SUMMITING GUNUNG LANNO
(407m a.s.l.)

by Ramli Mohd Osman

After a nationwide call for MNS
participation to summit Gunung Lanno to re-
trek the trail of former International
Speleological Expedition 2001, none were able
to make it to this historical hike. I was thinking
of attempting solo when in the last hour a team
of Trans Titiwangsa Boys turned up at the
Simpang Pulai Toll on Sunday, 17 April 2011.
I‟m happy to have them as companions.

The sun, the moon and the stars would 
have disappeared long ago... had they 
happened to be within the reach of 

predatory human hands.
~Havelock Ellis, The Dance of Life, 1923
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The trail we took.

(1)The Trans Titiwangsa Boys.
From left: Firdaus, Syaril,
Shahlan (team leader), Motek,
and Botak. Extreme right is me.
Photo taken by Amir (a member
of Trans Titiwangsa Boys).

(2) The climb.

(3) Group photo at 220m a.s.l.

(4) The climb continued.

(5) Among the clearing, view
of Kinta Valley (looking
south) at 330m a.s.l.

(6) Group photo at the
summit (407m a.s.l.). The
summit is completely forest
covered with no clearings to
view the valley below.

(7) Hiking down from summit.

(8) "Awas" markers
used to mark the trail.

The Journey up 
Gunung Lanno

Photo credit : 
Ramli Mohd Osman



For latest info & contact - www.mnsperak.wordpress.com         For membership renewal, please contact Wee Chin at membership@mns.org.my or call 03 2287 9422 

7

BIRD I-WITNESS DATABASE DEMO 
AND VIDEO SHOW 15 MAY2011

By Dr Chan Kai Soon

This Birding SIG event was hosted by
Chan Kai Soon at the Ipoh YMCA boardroom at
3pm. Only 16 people turned up, mostly
composed of veteran birders of the branch.
However, there were two new faces and both
requested to be added to the bird group
following the event.

Chan started off with a demonstration of
how to use the Bird i-witness website. This
consists of an introduction to the welcome
screen of the website which displayed important
and recent records. A quick tour of the features
and various active links was demonstrated.

Chan also used his recent sighting records
to demonstrate how to submit data. It was a
very easy process indeed. He also illustrated
how to extract data from the records submitted
and showed how useful it could be for birders to
plan their birding trips based on customizable
data output.

The second part of the event was the
showing of about 40 video-clips of birds
recorded by Chan. Notable video-clips included
massive flocks of waders at Kapar Power Station
and migration of Oriental Honey Buzzard as
well as Black Bazas. Some of the colourful
resident species and candid bird videos were
also shown.

At the end of the talk, three DVDs, each
containing most of the video clips shown were
given away as lucky draw prizes. Wong Koon
Yoke, Josephine Tan and Cheaw Hon Ming were
the lucky winners. All attendees were given the

Species Migrant Also resident

1. Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus / /

2 Black Bittern Ixobrychus flavicollis /

3 Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chinensis / /

4 Blue-throated Bee-eater Merops viridis / /

5 Blue-winged Pitta Pitta moluccensis / /

6 Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus /

7 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis / /

8 Chinese Pond-heron Ardeola bacchus /

9 Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis / /

10 Indian Pond-heron Ardeola grayii /

11 Little Egret Egretta garzetta / /

12 Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum / /

13 Oriental Reed-warbler Acrocephalus orientalis /

14 Osprey Pandion haliaetus /

15 Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva /

16 Rusty-rumped Warbler Locustella certhiola /

17 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida /

list of all migratory species that were seen in
Perak the late spring period, 17 species were
observed, including rarities such as Black
Bittern and Indian pond Heron (see table
below).

Migratory Species Sighted in Perak 1 – 15 May 2011
(generated from Bird I-Witness Online Database)

BIW brochure with  its URL so that more 
people can register and submit records 
online.

To mark our participation in the
celebration of World Migratory Bird Day on
May 14 & 15, Chan used BIW to generate a
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SIGN THE PETITION AND SAVE TEMENGOR

Dear friends of the environment,

Dating back to our scientific expeditions in 1993, public campaigns in 2006, the eventual
gazettement of the Royal Belum State Park in 2007 and our “Save Temengor Campaign” launch in 2010,
MNS has consistently campaigned for the conservation of Belum-Temengor Forest Complex (BTFC) in
Perak, Malaysia.

It’s been a little over a year since our “Save Temengor Campaign” was re-launched as there is now
an ever more urgent need to protect the rich and astounding biodiversity of this forest from logging
and illegal poaching. As part of this ongoing campaign, we call upon you to lend us your names and
champion this cause.

Visit www.savetemengor.org and sign the petition and help us reach our 100 000 mark (or more)
as only 83 000 signatures have been collected this far. We hope that this new, fun, interactive and
important initiative will continue to create awareness of Temengor but furthermore, to encourage the
state government that eco tourism should be the key commodity as opposed to a production forest for
logging.

Having just celebrated World Environment Day 2011 (5th June 2011) and this being the United
Nations designated International Year of Forests, please play your part and make an impact by clicking
on, signing and building your own virtual forest. We intend to handover the signatures to the state
government soon.

If you have already signed your name during our campaign last year, please now help us spread
the message to your other friends, family and colleagues.

Conserving Nature, Celebrating Life! 
Malaysian Nature Society, May 2011

Discover the wonders of Temengor Forest? You now have the chance to walk away with an amazing 
3D/2N stay at the Belum Rainforest Resort. Sign for Temengor NOW and invite your friends via 
Facebook to join your virtual forest. The top 2 participants with the highest number of signatures will 
be the lucky winners of this perfect getaway!

Ready to record sightings?

Pictorial review of Bird I-Witness Demo

Yo Malaysia! I’m the migratory Black 
Baza

Trouble sleeping? Count the migratory
waders at Kapar Power Station

So bleak is the picture... that the bulldozer and not the atomic bomb may turn out to be the 
most destructive invention of the 20th century. ~Philip Shabecoff, New York Times 

Magazine, 4 June 1978
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NEW WEB-BASED IMPLEMENTATION TOOL TO SUPPORT FOREST PROTECTION 
AND SUSTAINABLE USE LAUNCHED BY THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL 

DIVERSITY
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity

United Nations Environment Programme

In celebration of the International Day for
Biological Diversity on 22 May, the
Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF), a
voluntary mechanism comprising 14
organizations and institutions with forest-
related mandates (CIFOR, FAO, ITTO, IUFRO,
CBD, GEF, UNCCD, UNFF, UNFCCC, UNDP,
UNEP, ICRAF, WB, IUCN), has called for
improved coordination of biodiversity-related
work. The theme for this year‟s International
Day is the International Year of Forests and
forest biodiversity.

Forests are home to most land-based
species and their associated genetic diversity.
The conservation and sustainable use of forest
biodiversity is an important part of sustainable
development.

The International Tropical Timber
Organization (ITTO) and the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) have
developed guidelines on the conservation of
biodiversity in Production Forests and carry
out ongoing work at the country level to
support their implementation. In 2010, ITTO
also signed a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD), which has helped the two organizations
develop joint work on the conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity.

The CBD Bushmeat Liaison Group and
the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora‟s

(CITES) Central Africa Bushmeat Working
Group will hold its next workshop from 7 to 10
June 2011 in Nairobi, Kenya, to exchange
national experiences and views about the
conservation and sustainable use of bushmeat.
The CBD with CPF members, has launched a
new web-based tool to support the
conservation and sustainable use of the
world‟s forest biodiversity, stemming from the
CBD TEMATEA platform.

The „TEMATEA Module on Forest
Biodiversity‟ was developed for use by
Governments, civil society, international
organizations and staff employed by
multilateral environmental agreements
(MEAs) related to forest issues. It will facilitate
coordination and coherence in the
implementation of forest-related obligations
and commitments. TEMATEA Module was
launched on 22 May. The new TEMATEA
Module will support the key factors in
implementing global and regional
commitments to save biodiversity.”

It is a useful tool for the implementation
of the Convention and other agreements with
biodiversity components. At present, there are
TEMATEA modules on access and benefit-
sharing of genetic resources, biodiversity and
climate change, invasive alien species,
protected areas, and forest biodiversity.
Eduardo Rojas-Briales, Chair of the
Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF),

noted, “TEMATEA supports the overall aims of the
CPF - I would like to encourage the use of the new
TEMATEA forest biodiversity module to further
strengthen common efforts to protect and preserve
forests and sustainable forest management all over
the world”.

For the full text of the press release, log on to :
www.cbd.int/doc/press/2011/pr-2011-05-20-cpf-en.pdf

Something will have gone out of us as a 
people if we ever let the remaining 

wilderness be destroyed; if we permit the 
last virgin forests to be turned into comic 

books and plastic cigarette cases; if we 
drive the few remaining members of the 
wild species into zoos or to extinction; if 
we pollute the last clear air and dirty the 

last clean streams and push our paved 
roads through the last of the silence, so 

that never again will Mankind be free in 
their own country from the noise, the 

exhausts, the stinks of human and 
automotive waste. ~Wallace Stegner, 

letter to David E. Pesonen of the Wildland 
Research Center, 3 December 1960 

(Thanks, Bekah)
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The Perak Branch invites applications for 

financial assistance to carry out bird conservation 

projects in Malaysia. Learn how you can benefit 

from Tan Kean Cheong  grant by contacting

the Chairman at leow_kingfisher@yahoo.com

Perak Nature (PN) is a newsletter published for 

membership internal distribution only. Members are 

invited to share their views of common interest and 

contribute articles and images. Accuracy is the 

contributor’s responsibility. 

Articles including the author and photographers’ 

names (max. 500 words),advertisements, digital 

images (100 dpi & no larger than 640 x 480 pixels & 

separately from the article), etc. must reach the 

editorial team by the 15th of month.

The editorial team reserves the right to edit for length 

and content. Send contributions to 

mnsperak@gmail.com or 

The Malaysian Nature Society, MNS Perak Branch, 

PO Box 34, Ipoh Garden Post Office, 31407 Ipoh, 

Perak, MALAYSIA 

For latest info & contact, please log on to

www.mnsperak.wordpress.com

www.mns.my/state.php?sid=9

Don’t forget to register your email address to take part 

in MNS Perak e-discussions

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MNSPERAK/

Perak Nature Editor

Ms. Ng Kit Wan

High Conservation Value (HCV) 
Sites In Perak 

Lend a Hand - MNS Perak conducts conservation projects 

in these focus sites. If you live nearby these regions and 

would like to volunteer, kindly contact us.   
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